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Thanks & Best Wishes

Dearest Friends,

Amity School entered into its 26th year of establishment on 11th June 2011.
The celebration of Silver Jubilee Year of school was really remarkable, meaningful
and fantastic too. When the logo of 25th year was being prepared, a couplet
from Mr. Krushna Dave's book 'Bhondubhai Tofani' was selected to keep in it :

“g7 I U+t AHAT] HURT TG ?
S vlarat grd a@ giarg srerEreg !
It means -

"No lock of darkness can stop a person, who has his own light
of knowledge.

Amity school has justified this couplet in last 25 years by being a unique
institution in the field of education. School has become centre of education in its
real term. Accepting new approaches in education school has made different
experiments in the field of education. Values have been inculcated and enhance
from different school traditions. Many students' have rejuvenated their lieves by
these new thoughts of education and they have proved that they are different
from others.

The school has celebrated its Silver Jubilee by arranging various innovative
and unique programmes during the entire academic year 2010-11. We will cherish
the sweet memories of these through this issue no. 57 of Maitri-Setu 'Silver
Jubilee Reminiscence' through out our life. We consider lucky those who
contributed their services to the school during the Silver Jubilee Year as they
had obtained wonderful and unique experiences in the field of education. Of
course, due to various programmes, they were compelled to devote long hours
for the school and hence their families must have faced various difficulties in
their daily lives. And so we had arranged a programme on 1st May 2011 to express
our gratitude to them by "Thanks giving to family" . Once again we thank them
for their contribution.

All the programmes of this year have wakened our strength, specialities,
capacities, weaknesses and excellence. Yes we have enjoyed... enjoyed...
and enjoyed a lot.

School academic achievement during the Silver Jubilee Year are also par
excellent. We are extremely happy to mention that this was the first batch of
Std. X - C.B.S.E. has achieved hundred percent result by securing four
positions in A-1 category out of thirty eight. The result of various board exams

as follows :




Std. X (Gu. Med.) - 98.21%,

Std. X (Eng. Med.) - 100%,

Std. XIl (Guj. Med. Science) - 100%,

Std. Xl (Eng. Med. Science) - 97.43%,

Std. Xl (Guj. Med. Comm.) -95.65%
Congratulation to all educators.

I, Ranchhod Shah have received the wonderful support from
Mrs. Prameshben Mehta, Mrs. Sangita Shah and Late Mrs. Shailaben Vaidya
right from the inception of school. It is available as on date also. These friends
have supported in solving various problems, difficulties and disputes too in past
& present. We are satisfied and feel proud for the same. If we consider an
average age of any individual is 70 to 75 years, we have given 25 years of our
lives to the school completely. We thought of only school and its developement
for 24 hours a day and 365 days a year. Now it is a time to enjoy by chewing the
honeyed cud! Now it is a time to spend our time in getting pleasure by
remembering these unforgettable events !

We all definitely wish that Amity School will still progress further and achieve
new heights in the field of education. When | was writing this article - "Thanks &
Best Wishes", | received a wonderful SMS from one of the Amitians :

IRaR F71 & ?
FYT T & b7 T ..
g9 7 & cifeT 9HE @l
1T T 8 AT TgangT &l
9 7 g T w)iar &l
7T 7 g T 99w gt
3E 7 & dfeT T &l
Y 7 & T GHI gl
(d9 & et 9Rar 1)

We are thankful to all who have extended their helping hand for the last 25
years.

Amity is our heart and we are promise to take care of Amity.

12t July, 2011 - Ranchhod - Sangita - Pramesh
S
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(24" March to 11" June - 2010)

[ On the occasion of Silver Jubilee Year, Team Amity wanted to make a souvenir that can
spread its fragrance and last long in the hearts of the readers. From many of the suggestions
from our friends, the thought to make a datewise journey of Amity clicked out in our mind & the
work started proceeding towards making of 'VoaAge Amity' which can even be a historical
document. ]

01) 24th March - 2010 first meeting regarding the celebrations of Silver Jubilee

Year was arranged. Suggestions were welcomed.

02) April 1st week - Management Trustee Shri Ranchhod Shah call for high level
team and gave the idea of Institutional Journal, which has to depict the growth
of Amity.

03) Ranchhod Shah has given different other organization Diaries for reference
and to get some of the innovative ideas that can be imbibed in to our Voyage.

04) A selected team started formulating the topics for the 12 photo pages, which
are to be put in each month. The topics were selected according to the
events held from 1986-2010 (24 years)

05) For 12 photo pages following topics were decided. (1) Morden school building
on 1st page. (2) Different stages of Physical Development of school should
be place. (3) Rising Amity from the 1st day i.e. inauguration to MoU with
Georgia South Western University - USA including books written by
Mr. Ranchhod Shah. (4) Achievement of school (5) Different activities of
K.G. Sections. (6) Activities of mothers club. (7) Unique activties of Amity
(8) Celebrations of different festival. (9) Creative activities. (10) Science
fairs & different activities related to science. (11) Social activities performed
by school. (12) Colleges of education.

06) 10 to 12 photos were required for each event. The past photographs were
preserved very carefully by our management, which played a vital role in the
making of Voyage. (Excellent documentation)

07) Respected Ranchhod Shah accompained by Prakash Mehta time to time
had a visit and talked to the team working on photos and computer, their
suggestions and time sparing had pushed the work forward.

08) On 15th April the random photos were being selected according to the

categories decided. A live resource helped a lot to find the appropriate event
and person as they were the witness of last 15 years.
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09) It was decided that each section should include at least 12 photos.

10) By 19th April, selection of photos were finalized after a very hard work by a
team of more than 10 teachers under the leadership of Mrs. Pramesh Mehta.

11) From 20th April scanning of photograph started. Many photos were very old
that it was to be process in the Photoshop. All the teachers were invited to
join their hands to make the event to highest success.

12) Inspite of the perfect preservation of the photographs (year wise and event
wise), it was difficult to find the photo that was in the mind of Shah Sir. This
problem was sorted out as Pramesh Mehta, Prakash Mehta and Ranchhod
Shah had the photos in their personal collection.

13) The photos once collected and categorized were sent for scanning which
took away our weeks time.

14) The categories decided were demanding more photographs, which were
not available in our dockets. Praveen Raj had contacted one of our
photographer friend and we had the all view pictures of our school, Ranchhod
Shah Books, the trophies and shields achieved by the school, all the
laboratory's, library, etc...

15) Now we have the pictures of old school building from the very first day in
Narayan Vidalaya building inaugurated by Shailesh Patel to the
advancements made - rented building, 7 rooms then 13 rooms and finally to
the large and fantastic today's infrastructure.

16) The diaries of many other organizations were continuously being referred
by the whole team and ideas were discussed, changed and improved ideas
were being given a second thought, pains were being taken to make Amity
diary a unique one.

17) In 15 days continuous work the categories changed more than 50 times and
the want of photographs changed.

18) In between there were many other decisions to be taken like-the colour of
the pages, the size of the diary, each page with one date or two dates, at the
end of each page putting the educational thoughts etc....

19) Surfed very hard and selected 360 best educational quotes.

20) Ranchhod Shah started making the note of the events occurred, the
celebrations carried out on a particular date in different years in whole of
these 25 years. Some of the dates carried much information that there would
no space be left if two dates are taken on a page. Then finally it got decided
that each page will carry a single date.
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21) In the previous records we also found the year wise C.D's and also a power
point presentation about the 15 years achievements which was of great
help.

22) Ranchhod Shah wanted to project the opinions of the visitors of the schoaol.

23) On 26th April it was decided Left Hand Side page bottom space would bear
the Quotation and the Right Hand Side page bottom space would bear the
opinions of our well-wishers and guests who visited our school and had
written in our visitors book.

24) On 27th April it was decided to scan the visitor's opinion and to be placed in
the Voyage but some were old & some were illegible. After a long discussion
it was decided to computerize the opinion and to be placed on the RHS.

25) Our Maitri Setu - the school magazine had played a vital role in whole of this
process. All most every information was available in these magazines. We
have already released 51 issues. To find the important matter and event
from the magazine we have allotted 10 teachers with five magazine each,
so that they go through each Maitri Setu carefully and mark the page and
the event. They were support to find out very important event or feature of
the school date wise. Ten teachers worked very hard to do this very spelling
assessment.

26) The old Maitri Setu did not contain any photographs so it was difficult to
identify the eminent personalities.

27) Now the passport sized photos of best Amitians were needed and collecting
the photos from any source was the responsibility of Kirtiben. Photos of
100% attendance of the students who have continuously achieved for 7 years
and more was the responsibility of the class teachers.

28) Collecting the recent photos of Best Amitian, Toppers of Std. X and Xll was
extremely difficult as they were not stationed at Bharuch. Some of them are
outside Gujarat & even some of them are a broad. It was a tough task but
managed very nicely by a team of teachers. sometimes even it was difficult
to get a recent photo of vice-chancellor, educators, literature who visited
the school. But tiredless efforts of Amitian could do it.

29) While the team was at work and worked continuously for hours together it
was respective team who continuously supplied drinking water in the very
hot weather and time to time looked after the nasta's.They also played the
equal part in making of our Voyage.

30) The required information was roughly and fully gathered and it was the time
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of expertise hands to give the final touches to the product.

31) A local printer was called and had a discussion for about an hour from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. and later in the evening at about 5:00 p.m. He sent the
sample of glossy photo page of activities. The work was well done. That
photo page made our vision more clear.

32) Ranchhod Shah along with a different team was working at our e-learning
room. Bharat bhai was typing the matter that was to be printed according to
the dates of the events in that respective date page.

33) Some were to be printed exclusively in Gujarati and some were being
translated into English. The sentence formations and language was being
checked by level headed personalities.

34) Every date has witnessed some or the other events in the past 25 yrs. Some
dates had the pride to enjoy many events and some dates had very few.

35) On 5th may 2010 Mr. Hareshbhai of from Baroda along with all his equipment
(scanner, printer, CPU...) came to Amity and installed at our e-learning room.

36) Our intellectual brains along with some of the staff members were present
there to work with the technical hands.

37) The each date was screened by LCD projector in e-learning room. Along
with technical persons & computer operator Team Amity was working from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for more then 10 days continuously, even during
Summer Vacation. As 10 people worked together many old incidents were
remember by ALL and enjoyed a lot as "Hamari Purani Yade Taja Huoi"

38) It was a great experience to work with different people, had the opportunity
to know and learn what miracles can be done through Computer!!!

39) Came to know actually what is Amity. Our vision towards Amity has widen
and became clear and strong.

40) Now all the members who have worked for Voyage are not the part of just 5,
6, 7 or 10yrs but they have become the part of last 24 years.

41) 10/5 - Since 1986 all the events taken place were arranged in order.

42) 11/5 - The important photos and events that were selected for the diary was
sorted and rearranged.

43) 12/5 - The events that took place from June to October were segregated
and then biforgated.

44) 13/5 - Verified the visitors book and listed the names of the guests.

45) 14/5 - Important guests list and photos were finalized.
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46) 15/5 - Internal paper design of the diary was selected by Mrs. Rushana
Ginwala.

47) 1715 - Printing work started at Vadodara Mr. Ranchhod Shah, Mr. Prakash
Mehta and Mr. Ravindra Patel (owner of Marmik Offset, Bharuch) were visiting
Baroda press and meeting Hareshbhai regularly and continourly to finish
work on time. The tiredless efforts of Mr. Ravindra Patel is extremely praise
worthy.

48) 18/5 - Thoughts that were selected were finalized according to the events
on that page.

49) 19/5 - Photos for the friend philosopher & guide Gallery have been selected
and finalized.

50) 20/5 - Voyage work could not be carried out because of Std. Xl (Sci.) result
was announced.

51) 21/5 - School building photos according to the infrastructural growth sorted
and finalized.

52) 22/5 - Different Science activity photos finalized.

53) 24/5 - Regular features category finalized.

54) 25/5 - October - December activities photos searched.
55) 26/5 - Doll house photo sorted.

56) 27/5 - Mother's Club activities photos finalized.

57) 28/5 - "Amity Family" photo was finalized. It was a difficult work as it includes
106 photographs.

58) 29/5 - Saocial Service activities carried out by the school, photos selected.

59) 30/5 - Final printing was in process.

60) On 11th June 2010 afternoon at 2:00 p.m. the Diary was to be given a
specified name so that it appears to be a unique one. 8 teachers along with
Shah Sir and Prakash Sir had a discussion and finally the name "VoyAge"
has been finalized.

61) On 13th June 2010 "VoyAge Amity" was inaugurated by our Chief Guest
Mr. Sudarshan Aiyanger & Varsha Das on the occastion of Silver Jubilee
Celebrations.
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< | received the beautiful Silver Jubilee diary of Amity Educational Campus. |
took a week's time to respond as | wanted to travel down the memory lane
and read all that is presented. The calendar has been redefined beginning
from the school foundation day (not the starting day of the academic year.)
All the events are carefully scripted which speaks lot for the various activities
carried out by the school in last 25 years. | also searched myself in the ocean
of the events. | figured at two places. Thanks for the same. Given the
opportunity, | intent to take liberty to bring to your notice that | could not find
mention about "Masi" who was instrumental in taking care of the tiny tots and
feeding them the "Nasta" prepared by her. | feel she played a vital role in
making Day's School concept a success during the infancy of the school. |
hope | have not intruded in the matter.

- Mr. Rajendra B. Vadia (Ex. parents)
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| am glad that you remembered our visit and presented me the Diary which
has a huge record of varieties of activities conducted in the school during the
period of last 25 years. | am happy to take note that Amity has grown 25
years and maintained its Objective - Motto 'Amity promotes lifelong amicable
and affectionate human relationship.' with great success.

- Dr. B. A. Parikh (Ex.-V.C., V.N.S.G. Uni., Surat)
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Thanks for sending me the memento of the Silver Jubilee Celebration of your
school. It's not a diary but a progress-graph of the school presented in a
novel and an innovative way. It shows your active efforts to bring out the best
from the students for their all round development. Congratulations. | would

not like to write in the diary as it's a collector's item.
- Dr. Vijay Sevak, Surat
Thanks for beautiful diary from you. Its a good & unique combination of
'‘Events’, 'Quote’ & 'Opinion’. And its a unique example of good team work. |
have never seen any institute doing so many activities through out the year
with full dedication & involvement. At a 1%t seating | read all quotes, opinion &
activities carried out by AMITY in last 25 years. | must say that you (AMITY'S)
past is very very 'GLORIOUS; & future of Amity & Amitians is really very
BRIGHT. You are carving a GODLEN path for next generation.
- Mr. Umesh J. Shah, Bharuch
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It has been brought out very well and reminds one on various milestones

achieved by the school over last 25 years.
- Mr. Deepak Bhimani, CMD, Navdeep Chemical, Ankleshwar
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"The World is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page"

We're all familiar with the most popular reasons for traveling: broadening your
horizons, experiencing new cultures, meeting people from all walks of life, etc.

Travel can actually benefit you immensely in ways you had never imagined!
Here are some less obvious reasons for traveling - which also seems much
important.

Backpacking is actually an excellent lesson in the key skills you need for
any job: planning, problem solving, communication, decision-making, managing
budgets.. you name it, it's there! So, don't ever let anyone tell you that travel is
time wasting for lazy bums.

Travel will make you more capable, mature and able to look after yourself.
There's nothing like roughing it in grimy hostels and being away from your
important people to make you appreciate everything you have at home. When
your feet sink into that fluffy carpet you'll suddenly feel an overwhelming sense
of gratitude. Which will make you a happier person.

Taking yourself away from home (your comfort zone) will give you a fantastic
sense of perspective. You'll be able to think more clearly about any decisions or
dilemmas you may be facing and be better equipped to deal with them.

Travel is an awesome way of cementing and developing relationships.
Travelling with your friends will make you more familiar with their all-round nature
and also hidden talents.

General objectives of Dandi Yatra:

4+ To understand the importance of historical place.

4 To learn and get understanding from the great personalities.

4+ To develop patriotic attitude towards our nation.

4+ To observe and understand the lifestyle of the villagers.

Specific Objectives of Dandi  Yatra:

4+ To know the life and great deeds of Gandhiji.

4+ To know the geographical location, culture, sociology, political and natural
environment.

4+ To interact with the Gandhians of Dandi.

The Historical Dandi Yatra

The 24 days during which Mahatma Gandhi led a column of 80 satyagrahis
traversing 241 miles from Sabarmati to the Surat coastline to break the salt
laws did not yield such results. Though raw salt was lifted 'illegally’ by Gandhiji
and his followers and though 'contraband' salt was made and sold, the salt laws
stayed and the salt tax was not repealed. And yet the salt march culminating at
Dandi on April 6, 1930 is regarded as the most electrifying of all his satyagrahic
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campaigns, with Jawaharlal Nehru saying "it seemed as though a spring had
been suddenly released."

Earlier campaigns had been sharply focussed on issues that were as vital,
but with all their voltage, were still of local import. Dandi, despite being
geographically identifiable with a particular district, a specific stretch of coast,
and a particular spot on that coast, yet straddled the nation. This was by virtue
of its being centred on an object that all of India related to. That a gift of nature,
salt, could be turned into a government-controlled commercial monopoly
suddenly seemed unacceptable. And non-violent but strident resistance of that
monopolisation also suddenly seemed logical and in fact vital.

Gandhiji utilised the march to breach some things other than the salt laws
as well. One of these was the caste divide in the villages en route. On his arrival
in some villages he headed straight for the so-called 'untouchable' quarters and
drew water from the well there for his wash, making his village hosts, often from
‘higher' castes, to cross those ancient and hurtful divides.

Another thing on his mind was the fragility of Hindu-Muslim equations at
the time. There were only two Muslim marchers in his team of 78, which later
became 80. But the role he gave to Abbas Tyabiji, as his alternative 'leader," and
his choice of the beachside home of Sirajuddin Vasi (locally known as Shiraz
Abdulla) as his place of stay in the village of Dandi sent a clear message. It was
that the swaraj being fought for was to be for all India, across religious
denominations.

A third 'bonus' of the campaign was the profiling it gave to women
satyagrahis and thereby to the Indian woman. Gandhiji did not include women
among the marchers, but gave them roles along the campaign, with Kasturba
setting the marchers off at Sabarmati, Sarojini Naidu being at hand the moment
the first fistful of salt was lifted at Dandi on April 6,1930, and the remarkable
Parsi social worker Mithuben Petit standing just behind the Mahatma when he
repeated the violation at Bhimrad three days later. A memorable photograph
captures the moment, Gandhiji stooping to lift the salt crystals. And at different
places, women like Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Hansa Mehta, Amina Tyabji,
and Rukmini Lakshmipathy broke the salt laws. Their example acquires a
meaning of its own today as the nation moves dramatically ahead with what is
popularly called the Women's Reservation Bill.

But beyond these, there are two other 'Dandi achievements' that need to
be recognised and studied for their contemporary salience.

Dharasana, 25 miles south of Dandi, had a government salt depot. The
satyagrahis did a series of raids on this depot. The brutality with which the non-
violent raids at Dharasana led first by Abbas Tyabji and then by Sarojini Naidu,
with Gandhiji's son Manilal Gandhi participating, was met showed, in J.C.
Kumarapppa's words "the fangs and claws of the government in all its ugliness."
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But more astonishing than the state use of force against the satyagrahis was
the amazing self-discipline of the satyagrahis in the face of the repressive
violence. Not one satyagrahi retaliated to the baton charges, often delivered
from horseback.

Dandi and Dharasana exemplified Gandhiji's non-violent methods of protest
based on the principle that "to kill for freedom will legitimise killing after freedom."
They carry a meaning today that we cannot afford to miss.

The other abiding 'Dandi achievement' lies in an altogether different area.
Explaining "why salt?" Gandhiji said: "Next to air and water, salt is perhaps the
greatest necessity of life."

Dandi gave India a gift of gifts in 1930. It is time, during this 80th anniversary
of that gifting, for India to give something to Dandi. This can and should be in
terms of a 'built' commemoration that vivifies the Great March. Dandi would like
to see such a memorial. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's announcement in
Dandi in April 2005 was to that effect. And the Government of India and the
Government of Gujarat are working towards raising precisely such a complex.

With remarkable sensitivity, the Archaeological Survey of India has, under
the auspices of the Ministry of Culture currently under the Prime Minister's direct
charge , restored the house at Dandi where Gandhiji stayed. Its solar-illumining
on April 6, 2010 by the Ministry of Renewable Energy will spotlight the multi-
mode memorial. His pocket watch dangling at the waist, Gandhi truly took time
by the forelock at Dandi. The evolving commemoration of that historic event will
also have to do more than be in step with the times. It will have to show the way
to an ecologically sustainable future where the gifts of nature are not in thrall.

Dandi Yatra : Schedule (Date : 2" October 2010)

No. Time Description

1 5:30am Reporting at Amity School
6:00am Departure from Bharuch
8:30am Arrival at Dandi

8:30am to 9:30am Visit to Gandhi Museum
9:30am to 11:30am "Prarthana Sabha" / Program
11:30am to 12:30pm Visit of Dandi Village

12:30pm to 1:30pm Lunch

2:00pm Departure from Dandi to Valsad
3:20pm Arrival at Tithal, Valsad

3:30pm to 4:30pm Intellectual games for teachers
5:00pm to 7:00pm "Roaming Around"

8:00pm Dinner

9:00pm Departure from Valsad
11:30pm Arrival at Bharuch

© 0O ~NOO UL~ WNDN
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1930 March 12

At 6:30 am Gandhi sets out from Sabarmati Ashram with seventy-
eight satyagrahis on the march to Dandi.

Dandi March: Day halt at Chandola Talav. Evening halt at Aslali.

1930 March 13

Dandi March: Day halt at Bareja. Evening halt at Navagam.

1930 March 14

Satish Kalelkar and Kharag Bahadur Singh join the “first batch” marchers.
Dandi March: Day halt at Wasna. Evening halt at Mater.

1930 March 15

Dandi March: day halt Dabhan. Evening halt at Nadiad.

1930 March 16

Dandi March: day halt at Boriavi. Evening halt at Anand.

1930 March 17

Dandi March: Rest day in Anand.

1930 March 18

Dandi March: Day halt at Napa. Evening halt at Borsad.

1930 March 19

Dandi March: Day halt at Ras. Evening speech at Kankapura. The crossing
of the Mahi Sagar during night of 19/20 March.

1930 March 20

Dandi March: Day halt at Bank of Mahisagar. Evening Halt at Kareli.

1930 March 21

AICC meeting at Ahmedabad confirms Working Committee resolution of
February 14-16.

Dandi March: Day halt at Gujera. Evening halt at Ankhi.

1930 March 22

Gandhi meets with AICC delegates.

Motilal Nehru donates Anand Bhavan to Congress.

Dandi March: Day halt at Jambusar. Evening halt at Amod.

1930 March 23

Dandi March: Day halt at Buva. Evening halt at Samni.

1930 March 24

Dandi March: rest day in Samni.

1930 March 25

Dandi March: Day halt at Tralsa. Evening halt at Derol.
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1930 March 26
Dandi March: Day halt at Broach. Evening halt at Ankleshwer.
1930 March 27
Dandi March: Day halt at Sajod. Evening halt at Mangrol.
1930 March 28
Dandi March: day halt at Rayma. Evening halt at Umrachi.
1930 March 29
Dandi March: Day halt at Ertham. Evening halt at Bhatgam. The “Petromax
incident”.
1930 March 30
Dandi March: Day halt at Sandhier. Evening halt at Delad.
1930 March 31
Dandi March: Rest day in Delad.
1930April 1
Dandi March: Day halt at Chhaprabhatha. Evening halt outside Surat. Mass
meeting in Surat city.
1930 April 2
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Opposition Leader in Legislative Assembly,
resigns his seat.
Dandi March: day halt at Dindoli. Evening halt at Vanz.
1930 April 3
Dandi March: Day halt at Dhaman. Evening halt at Navsari.
1930 April 4
Dandi March: Day halt at Vijalpur. Evening halt at Karadi.
1930 April 5
Dandi March: Marchers arrive and spend the day at Dandi.
1930 April 6
At 6:30 am Gandhi breaks Salt Law at Dandi.
Commencement of the Salt Satyagraha.
AMITY PARIVAR, DANDI YATRA DATELINE[2010]
1] 2010 September 29- Primary School, Buva, Ta. Amod.
2] 2010 September 29- K and A Patel Vidyalaya, Samni, Ta. Amod.
3] 2010 September 30- R S Dalal HighSchool, Bharuch.
4] 2010 September 30- Shree Z J Patel Sarvajanik Vidyalaya, Tralsa, Ta. Bharuch.
5] 2010 September 30- The Sarvajanik High School, Derol, Ta. Bharuch.
6] 2010 October 01- E N Ginwala HighSchool, Ankleshwar.
71 2010 October 01- Sajod Sarvajanik HighSchool, Sajod, Ta. Ankleshwar.
8] 2010 October 02- Gandhi Memorial, Dandi.
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FAMOUS QUOTES OF MAHATMA GANDHI

% "A 'No' uttered from the deepest conviction is better than a 'Yes'
merely uttered to please, or worse, to avoid trouble.”

"A coward is incapable of exhibiting love; it is the prerogative of the
brave."

"A policy is a temporary creed liable to be changed, but while it
holds good it has got to be pursued with apostolic zeal."
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1) Silver Jubilee Celebration, Inaugruation of Maths Lab. 27" October, 2010

2) Inaugurator : Mr. A. K. Virani (Renowned Maths Teacher)
% Trainer of Maths Olympiad, < Member of Executive Committee of Gujarat
Ganit Mandal, < Committee Member of Community Science Centre, Rajkot
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4+ Date : 27" Oct. '10 - Wednesday, 4 Time : 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.,
4+ Venue : Amity Educational Campus, Bharuch.

E-mail : amity@narmada. net.in, Visit us at : www.amityschool.net
Maths Lab where you can enjoy and experience the beauty of Maths.

| hear and | forget
| see and | remember
| do and | understand - conficius.

Wonder land of Maths Lab. (Includes more than hundred, 2-D & 3-D Maths
Models, Life History of Mathematicians and Fun Pages of Maths)
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FAT ebT arSS0Er © Reunion of Ex-Students on 25th Dec., 2010

‘9 Felicitating Amitian Jewels
i (1986-2010)
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&% Republic Day - 2011




Curtain Raiser of : FFEH{A H1TH Dt. 5th & 6th Feb. 2011
Guest : Mainaxi U.:iid'ya, Vipin Kikani, Maresh I-'::ap-acii;a,
Dr, Parul Shah & Dr. C. B. Patij,lal

Tribute to Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
by Educators of Amity
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that they will never insist for that, not at all. | know them very well. They will not
But | would like to request there are number of institution working for that

you can donate wherever you like. 151 s&ll @21, 515+ el 4212,

Let us try for that ! All the best ! € R9isensS, ustacus, any M
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axudl dgl. Thank you very much.

(Ex - Amitian & Dean, Faculty of Law, Nirma University, Ahmedabad)

| feel proud to be the student of first Science batch of 1992. We were 14
boys and 9 girls. We were not very studious or sincere as expected. We were
scolded manytimes for reaching late to school but, what | remember, is we
were pampered a lot and cared for. We were given all the personal attention we
needed. It is still in my memory, Prakash Sir's first lecture on 'point' and his
amicable way of teaching. The fond memories of Prayer Assembly still provide
a moral support. | eagerly awaited Shah Sir's inspirational lectures everyday
and found it worthwhile for my growth. Sometimes, he would even teach us
mathematics. | liked the way he would start with a poetry and correlate it with
life. Once he questioned us what is mathematics? and made us to derive that
life is mathematics as we have to adjust at every stage, whether, it may be an
organization, a life-partner, a family or any other family member - such live
examples mounded my personality and, have never forgotten to adjust at every
stage.

Secondly, his suggestions, to get successful in life we have to advance
with time but, also be calculative to analyse our path and be the direction we are
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heading towards. Such guidance made a profound impart and framed my thinking
processes. | would also make a special mention about our school magazine
"Maitri-Setu" that helped to bridge the generation gaps between teachers and
students. Also in its various aspects, too. | remember my classmate, Divyesh
poems. The literary instincts have developed at the ground level and | appreciate
it. I also remember the school's role during the crises of 6th December, 1992,
when Babri Masjid was demolished.

In fact, | am a little lazy person and | would not pay much attention to my
routine work. Once, when Raval Sir asked me to submit the journal, he was
disappointed to find it stained with oil sports. We were all rebuked, and were
ashamed in tears. We learned to be careful and be particular to our work.

| do believe that Amity - my school is unique because it gives good concern
of the society. We initiated "Navratri Jan Jagruti Abhiyan" in Std. XIl. We had to
meet a good number of local people and the policeman also to make them aware
of its consequences. While distributing thought - provoking pamphlets and
campaigning we learned a lot about ethical importance and to live a life free of
tensions.

It's my wish that Amity Allumni Association be formed on websites for a
greater purpose. It can be fund raising for constructive activities. | want my
school to rise beyond ideologies and efficiencies. It has to be an experimental
school so that enormous conceptual development takes place in comprehensive
way. My school should lead the principles of real learning.
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Rambinay Singh - He was very much service oriented from his school life.
He was always ready for any social work. He is sports persanality. He
represented school at district and state level sports, many a times in
Volleyball, Shot-put, Kho-Kho, Kabbadi, Long & High Jumps, Track events
etc. He was very much interested in co-curriculer activity & the science
fairs. He was awarded "Rotary Youth Leadership Award." He visited
earthquake affected areas of Bhachau, Kutch with Indian Medical Association
of Bharuch Branch. He was leader in visiting Shayog Kusth Yagn Trust,

Rajendranagar, with the truck containing food grains. Presently he is with
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ABG Shipyard Ltd., Dahej, as a Quality Control Engineer.

Reply from Rambinay Singh after his felicitation is as follows :

Respected Sir,

Thank for the honour that had been given by Amity School on 26th January
2011. This was better late than never for me. | still remember that when |
presented my project of science fair in Gattu Vidhyalay Sai Prasad Raval
Sir told me you are the future Amitian of Amity. In 12 Std. when my name
was nominated for Best Amitian, | knew | will not be able to get it and it was
due to my own bit mistakes off my academic track records but that time |
thought that Amity should change the system and should give the awards
for different categories and one award for best Amatian and now what
happened | do not know but my thoughts were heard by Amity.

Thanks to all for this honour, once again, and hoping that Amity will not
forget me and promising | will never forget Amity.
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TIME can make us forget some memories
But there are some memories

Where we forget time
And, those memories
Will become our LIFE.

Amity school strongly believes in the values like peaceful co-existence,
respect to elders, strong family ties, generosity, selflessness, trust and honesty
and inculcates the same among its students. It is a very unique school which
besides its academics also attempts to give good citizens to our country. Our
Hallmark is universal coexistence. This motto has sown the seed as the theme
of our Annual Day Celebrations on the eve of our Silver Jubilee Year celebrations
as Sanskriti Sangam.

Anything taught in the early age of the child develops in habit and lasts life
long. A value system is not just something that is passed down. So, we felt that
it should be fine-tuned to our students in the combination with the values. Today's
Indian trend is good and the development is seen very fast. Every aspect of
Indian Culture is distinctive. The way of living, dressing, eating in India is
inimitable. We felt that that it is very necessary to make our children aware of
this rich Indian culture how unique it is at an early age and they should follow
and respect Indian culture.

We strongly felt that it becomes our duty to make our students aware of
our rich Indian cultural background and Heritage. They must be given an
opportunity to know the other cultures which will bring about the religious
tolerance and acceptance. But for this, we felt that in spite of teaching within the
four walls about our culture, it is not serving the purpose, therefor Sanskrit
Sangam will be the proper way to teach them so that they can understand and
conceive the real Indian culture and the right values in a better way. That is how
the working on Sanskrit Sangam started with the theme of Unity in Diversity.

Dance and music are the part of celebrations and is the intrinsic part of
Indian glory. Happy occasions are always bright and colorful. So, we decided to
present our glorious Indian culture of different states through dance in an
expressive way by our students. Our aim was that our Students should develop
respect for the human dignity and understanding of different cultures and ways
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of life in their curricular and co-curricular aspects. For this we opted the students
of class VI to IX. Nearly 400 students participated in this programme. This was
celebrated for two days I.e. is on 5th and 6th February 2011.

We plan for life by educating and training our Amitians. As said by Gandhi:'

"The future depends on what we do today". So we started planning our
concept of 'Sanskrit Sangam”. Mrs. Reena Tiwari (Principal, CBSE) suggested
to organize an exhibition on "Indian Heritage and Culture" .But, in the committee
meeting on 15.10.2010 Shri Ranchhod Shah Sir and Mr. Prakash Mehta Sir
has extended this idea pioneering of Music and Dance to present culture in a
lively way instead of making charts in exhibiting in the class rooms. That was
the first step of framing our Mega event.

Our school is secular school in which we have teachers with different
languages from different states. Our staff meeting was conducted giving
opportunities to our teachers to share their views in framing the agenda of
Sanskriti Sangam. After the prolonged discussions, suggestions and views,
finally we decided to present thirteen states and their cultures. They are Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Utter Pradesh and West Bengal.

The teachers belonging to the particular state were allocated as a team
leaders. They were also co-operated by four other teachers in each group. This
is how our second step of designing of programme was shaped. It was also
decided in the meeting that the songs should be selected in such way that they
reveal the culture of the state. The state patriotic songs like "JAl JAl GARVI
GUJARAT", MAA TELUGU TALLI KI MALLE PUDANDA", " ODISHA MO
ODISHA..., etc. were finalized.

Diwali vacation was very valuable to our teachers to discover about their
respective state in their native places .Our teachers have ignited their innovative
ideas and brought CD's, ornaments, costumes and many more unique items
which they facilitated them on the stage. They have taken ideas from prominent
people of their states in and around Bharuch. On the reopening day of the school
in the second term, our staff meeting was conducted to discuss about the further
step of our Sanskriti Sangam. It was finalized that along with the state songs,
the main festivals of thirteen states, great personalities, famous places, etc,
can also be included.

We have decided that no professional choreographers will be encouraged
to train our students. Our teachers have shouldered the responsibility to guide
the students on the stage. "The challenges of change are always hard. It is
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important that we begin to unpack those challenges that confront this nation
and realize that we each have a role that requires us to change and become
more responsible for shaping our own future". All the teaching and non teaching
staff have put their best efforts in giving their contribution in making Sanskriti
Sangam grand success.
The date wise planning and execution of our school's prestigious
programme Sanskriti Sangam is listed below :
® |18/11/2010to0 21/11/2010 |
Date wise planning of our cultural programme was prepared
® |22/11/2010to0 23/11/2010 |
"Children are the world's most valuable resource and its best hope for the
future" All the thirteen states team teachers gathered the students of each
class from VI to I1X."The concept was explained to bring awareness of our
Sanskriti Sangam theme. Our students were very enthusiastic and showed
their eagerness to know about the rich culture of the different states.
® |[24/11/2010t0 26/11/2010 |
"Let us all take more responsibility, not only for ourselves and our families
but for our communities and our country .Our parents were also very
cooperative in giving their acceptance of the consent letters for the
participation of their wards. They also expressed their gratitude to our
Parivaar for distinctive idea through over phone and letters.
® |[27/11/2010 to 30/11/2010 |
"Great ability develops and reveals itself increasingly with every new
assignment. As the programme is focused through dance the auditions
for the students started to know their body language to distribute the
characters in classical, folk and western form. These auditions gave the
opportunity for the students to present their talents. Finally 85%students
in each class participation list were finalized with the characters for the
programme by the teachers.
o
"Music is beautiful irrespective of language. The songs were selected and
finalized of the thirteen states .Which revealed the pride of respective
states. With the help of computer proficients of our school the fusion of
the songs along with the CD's were prepared.
® |05/02/2011 to 15/02/2011 |
"Practice only makes for improvement". Our students started practice
during the CCA Periods with great zeal.
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16/12/2010

The costumes were finalized and selected for each state.
[ 24/12/2010 to 28/12/2010 |

The script is prepared in English and Hindi to elucidate the songs for the

anchoring of each state.

[ 01/01/2011 to 08/01/2011 |

Making the list of the stage properties. Some parents have also given their

contribution for stage properties on the programme day

During the staff meeting our teachers have presented the clippings of the

states through Power point . Then it was finalized that along with the dance of

the state's PPT of the respective state should also be depicted on side of the
stage to visualize the audience in realistic way. The power point highlighted
the great personalities, traditions, festivals, gods, tourist places etc.

[ 17/01/2011 to 20/01/2011 |
Auditions and selection of anchors and finalization of script and PPT was
done.

[ 21/01/2011 to 24/01/2011 |
Format and design of Invitation Card was made in three colors Orange,
Green and Purple

| 27/01/2011 to 01/02/2011 |

Continuous rehearsal of songs and the dance.

We also invited experts for guidance to our teachers Prof. Rakesh Modi

(College of Performing Arts, MS University, Baroda.) has given valuable

suggestions in the Grand Rehearsal with costumes, in which we

Experienced the expertise.

[ 05 & 06/02/2011 |

"SANSKRITI SANGAM final performance on the stage.

The thirteen states were presented and performed by our students in an
energetic way. The state song, cultures, traditions, great personalities, festivals,
famous temples, dresses and food habits were performed by them in the dance
form. Amity library has procured a number of books of all the states from National
Book Trust of India which were also very helpful to our teachers. These books
have showed a path to our teachers to know the glory of each state.The reviews
of all the teams in 'The Making of Sanskriti Sangam' are as follows :
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ANDHRA PRADESH N "

'Maa Telugu Talliki Mallepudanda
Maa kanna Thalliki Mangalaharatulu....'

We were selected to present The Kohinoor of India Andhra Pradesh. We felt it
as a difficult task to present Andhra which is the one of the most ancient civilization
of India within alloted time-slot. Our work started with the selection of songs which
represented historical, geographical and technical aspects. We faced lot of difficulties
at each and every state of our work. But still we enjoyed in doing as we want to teach
our students of VII B the culture of Andhra .Our second phase was selection of
students for the medley songs. For this to know the body language of the students,
we played the music of classical, western and folk. The children were selected on
the basis of their body movements. Next the basic problem was to teach the students
to dance who were unaware of Telugu. So, we showed to our students about Andhra
Pradesh its culture and tradition, history of Balaji temple etc in audio &visual room.
We next selected the songs which included Kuchipudi, Patriotic, folk and western.
We distributed all the students the lyrics of the songs in English and even taught
them few words of Telugu too. We called our students in the class in the name of the
characters like Govinda, Hari das, Telugu Talli etc. so that they can be familiar with
those personalities.

The selection of native costumes of Andhra Pradesh in the state like Gujarat
was very difficult for us as we could not get Kuchipudi dresses in and around
Bharuch for hire. For the Sankranti song (Folk) the blouses for the girls were
stitched in the Andhra style .To show a qualitative presentation we used the
stage properties the greenery & beauty of Andhra naturally. We arranged banana
trees, rice bags, hut , cow dung balls and nearly 250 bananas on the stage
which were supplied by one of our parent from Ankleswar. The garlands for
Balaji were also brought from Ankleswar. Costumes were brought from
Hyderabad and from Baroda. Power point presentation, script and anchoring were
co-related and co-ordinated as per our selected songs in a very systematic way.

Finally the day has come to present Andhra Pradesh on the stage which
was first performance.Started with Balaji (Govinda Govinda) followed by Maa
TeluguTalli ( the state song) Sankranti and western song. But when our students
presentation was completed, the audience gave response with big round of
applause. Then the lump in our heart was released with tears of happiness in
our eyes. We then remembered the inspiring words of our Shah sir and Prakash
sir" The process may be painful, but results will be always fruitful". We felt that
nearly our hundred days of hard work will be for hundred years in our AMITY
history and in the heart of our students for ever.
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ASSAM
'Assam Amar Rupahi
Gunaru Nahi Shesh
Bharat Taare Purva Dishor
Surya Utha Shesh

'The traditional Assame cap is known as Jap was made by our one of
team teacher by hand only. We also brought the musical instrument like Dhol &
Manjire, which we did not get in Bharuch. In order to show the tea gardens we
made a Bamboo tea basket.We consulted Mr Gogoi,the employee in
O.N.G.C.(Ankleshwar) who provided valuable tips to enrich our presentations
and motivated us to contact other resources .He felt pride that the culture of his
native state would inspire for integration of the Amitians.The tribal life of Assam
was fascinately displayed and the dances with bamboo sticks amazed the
gathering.

BIHAR

'Apna Bihar Ho Ho
Deshva Ke Shaan Ho Ho'.

The main attraction of Bihar is 'CHATH PUJA' the worship of the Sun
which is celebrated on the sixth day after Diwali.To present the rituals properly,
we went to river Narmada to observe the puja.We faced the real challenge to
present the Emperor Ashoka, as great as he was. To find appropriate costumes
was not very easy. We surfed internet and met Biharis to provide the real touch
on the stage. The decision to present the state song was a bit controversial as
that would not match with the events to be highlighted. When we did not find the
flashes according to our perception we included the songs of 'Holi' festival. To
arrange it in sequence was again time consuming. We had to study biographies
of all the great personalities in depth from Rishi Valmiki to well-known
personalities of Bihar. The team efforts put in at every invisible crisis charged
us with undying spirit to make it possible for the confluence of cultures.

GUJARAT Iiiiimsime

‘Jai Jai Garvi Gujarat
Deepe Arunu Prabhat
Mara Dil Ma Dhadke Gujarat

We were overwhelmed to celebrate the Silver Jubilee Year of our institution
with the Golden Jubilee Year of Gujarat state. Gujarat is the iconic state leading
into business enterprises. We planned to present Amul Dairy the taste of the
India to provide the right sync with the scenes on the stage. We met Mrs. Minal
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Dave (the renowned professor of Gujarati language) to get acquainted about
the rich heritage of the state. As the days rolled the instinct being Gujarati and
the presentations as prepared could not satisfy any one of us.We always felt
that worth has to be done. So, many times we cancelled the songs, dance steps
and the overall looks. The dialogues of folk dances 'Rangalo’ and 'Rangali' had
be revised and vigorous training was imparted. The Garba dance had to be
rehearsed to get its original look than the modern trend. We used to meet at
residence and the even in the crisis of power cuts in darkness without electricity.
As much we drilled enthusiasm would rise with no limits. On the grand rehearsal,
we found many important links still missing and had to start it all over again. We
sought the guidance from Prof. Rakesh Modi (College of Performing Arts, MS
University, Baroda.) and Mr. Tejas Puvar, a teacher from Amity International
School. He prescribed the right strokes and till the last second we took utmost
care to make the presentation memorable and the struggle was successful.

HARYANA

'Yadha Yadha Hi Dharmasya Gyanir Bhavati Bharataha....'

We were eager to present the scenes of Haryana which means 'The coming
of Lord Shri Hari Vishnu ' who recited the sacred verses of Bhagvad Geeta on
the battle field of Kurukshetra with mythological and historical importance. It
was a learning oppurtunity to explore more about its historical and social aspects.
During the Diwali vacation we researched for the state songs. The song 'Haryana
no. 1' was thrilling and the students enjoyed dancing on the fine tunes. Many of
them who had stage-fears also responded well. We faced a lot of troubles during
choreography, too because the students were unable to perform the right
'Dhumka’.The teacher danced with the students and made them shake their
waists perfectly. The performance on the annual day on the stage enthralled
everyone in the campus.The power point presentations with beautiful landscapes
touched the hearts and we were applauded. We shall always cherish memories
of growing with every effort put in.

HIMACHAL PRADESH .

‘Neeru Chali Ghumdi Chale Shimla Bazare....'

Sanskriti Sangam was a beautiful journey which we enjoyed a lot but at
the same time we faced many difficulties throughout the journey .Dev Bhoomi
Himachal has diverse language and culture .To present all these we took almost
one week for the selection of songs. Our first song was "Janani Janam Bhoomi
.....".In other songs we highlighted personalities like Ruskin Bond, the Great
Khali, Preeti Zinta etc. As we knew very few personalities we tried our level best
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to present in an attractive way .Overall it was a good learning process for all of
us and by the hard work and determination of all the team members we learned
to tackle difficulties step by step.

KERALA =

'‘Jaya Jaya Komala Kerala Dharni
Jaya Jaya Mamka Poojitha Janani
Jaya Jaya Janani....'

Kerala has vast tradition and culture. We still remember the hardship while
performing the programme. As each state is given ten minutes many ideas started
flashing in our minds in the selection of songs .Surfing network made our job
more difficult rather than make it easy. As they were many songs in Malayalam,
we were confused in selecting them. The initial problem was which song has to
be given important and which one have been discarded. After a lot of investigation
and research, showing clippings to students we finalized four songs. The students
were also imbibed themselves in to the characters. We continuously change
the order of the songs during the fusion process as we have to match and
maintain the tempo from the beginning to end. The power point presentation
highlighted the glory of the Kerala. The costumes were brought from Ankleswar
to show the festival of ONAM. The deity of Lord Ayyappa was the center of
attraction. Though many of the students were non-keralites but still we made
them to learn the culture of Kerala . It was a good learning experience in using
wonderful opportunity which paved new arising to us.

MAHARASHTRA .

‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Maza
Garja Maharashtra....'

We remember all the learning moments while preparing for Sankriti
Sangam for the state of Maharashtra. Generally all the stages of preparing
good presentations were same as that of others states. The selection of
songs took nearly a month .We had to do the settings according to the front
stage scene. The state songs and other contextual songs were used as
only means to provide the background. Particularly, we had to train ourselves
to dance 'LAVANI' the famous folk dance. There was a lot of interaction with
the students and serenity imbibed in the process. We nourished each and
every aspect with feelings to reveal the prospered culture with gusto and
team spirit. The students enacted the iconic personalities like Shivaji,
Lomanya Tilak, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar , Bal Thackeray etc. .The presentation
on the annual day was incredible. We remember during the performance
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one of the teachers got literally burnt on her hand when the oil from the
burning 'Mashaal' fell on her hand. But, the pains were forgotten as that
gave pleasure to be in sync with oneness.

ORISSA HIIiiiiiiiii\hwwwwww»»w,

'‘Bande Utkal Janani Bande Utkal Janani
Charr Hasmayi Charu Bhasmayi
Janani Janani Janani

We presented the glory of the state in four songs which highlighted the
traditional culture with its peaceful social life , arts and crafts as well as the
glimpses of Jagannath temple in action. Our first song was " Mo Odisha Mo
Odisha ..." which depicted that our state is beautiful and its language is sweet.
We faced a lot of difficulties to find CD of this song after hearing it on the internet
as it was not available in the market. So, we had to download it. We changed
the order of our fusion of songs nearly three to four times. We took special care
for the selection of fhe students to match with the characters of the songs.
None of our teachers were aware of Oddissi dance so we had to collect the
audio visual CD from Orissa itself. Our teachers learned the dance by observing
the CD and then we guided the students .As far as costumes were concerned it
also caused a trouble.To make the face of deities there was the need of mask.
To prepare for it we needed the photograph. The photographs of Lord Jagannath,
Balabhadra and Subhadra were brought from Orissa by one of the teacher.
Working with the Computer Dept.and with the cooperation of team members
we were able to face the challenges and presented very well.

PUNJAB .

'‘Bhai Rangla Punjab
Jis Bud Java, Jith Rab Vargia Mava,
Dharti Bagh, Dharti di Rani

We started with the selection of songs. We felt that it would be an easy
task . But as we were involved in it completely, we were confused a lot. The
reason was though the songs were good, we were not able to procure the
costumes. And, when the costumes of Punjab were found,it was difficult to take
the decision to form a link. So we again requested our friends in Punjab to send
the CD and few costumes . The video of the popular folk dance '‘Bhangra’ was
not found in Bharuch. We had only seen its performance on the screen but
could not dance like Punjabis. So again we had to download and show it to our
students. The practice of dancing on the tunes of Bhangra continued for about
fifteen days. It was really a memorable event. In preparing the students for the
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script and teaching them Punjabi words, culture and tradition finally we were
successful in presenting it before the audience.

RAJASTHAN

'Kesriya Baalam Aavo Hamare Desh, Padharo ne Hamare Desh....'

Our team decided to present the Rajasthan culture in royal way. Apart
from patriotic songs we also thought of selecting the songs based on
Mehandi, (which was first started in this state) Rangoli, Bangles and
Katputilis. Now our brains started working. Our work started in search of a
Camel (The ship of the desert.)But we did not get it. So we decided to make
a wooden frame body and attach a camel mask to it. Two days continuously
we worked on it . The wooden frame was ready but the mask we made for it
did not fit into it. We were very disappointed. But even then we continued as
we have only few days left.To show Mehandi on palms was not possible as
all the audience could not view it. We made two palms on a thermocol boards
and pasted Mehandi designs with a red paper on it some that everyone
could view it.. Our second idea was to show the different bangles. For this
one of our parent pasted nearly 100 bangles on the long skirt in 3 hours..
Rangoli was the centre of attraction as we made the paintings of rangoli on
red and white charts.Even the faces of our students were filled with rangoli
designs. To show the kathputhilis we tied nearly 16 of them on the hands of
our children.Twinkle Makwana, the ex student of our school assisted in
choreography. The famous Rajasthan musical instruments were also made
only by hand like Chang, Sarangi, Shahenayi and Nangada. Our team was
overjoyed with the confidence which was instilled in the process.

UTTAR PRADESH .

'‘Shehar kya khub hai
Ye sheher amrud ka hai ye
Shehar ye Allahabad

We felt very excited when we were to present the heritage of Uttar
Pradesh because we thought it would not be so complicated. But as we
stepped further it was very difficult for us in the selection of songs. Initially
, 15 songs were selected to be presented.The time-slot of 10 min.was
contradictory. We decided to display the holy river Ganga on the back
stage.We prepared the stalls of Pan and Chaat which attracted the audience
tremendously. We wanted to show the social life but the properties like
'Chakki ' was not available and we were disappointed.Finally our students
willingly prepared the fantastic model of it. Allotment of characters to
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students, was a tough task as we could not get the perfect Amitabh
Bachchan. Then one of the girls ,a fan of the superstar came forward and
danced wonderfully on the tunes of 'Khai ke pan Banaras wala ....". To give
a colorful effect on stage we spared the lot of time to select the costumes
like Choli, Dhoti, Banarasi sarees Kurta, Turban etc. It took nearly fifteen
days only for stage properties . We all collectively enjoyed and nourished all
our potentials in making our presentation a grand success.

WEST BENGAL | ——

‘Banglar Moti, Banglar Jol,
Banglar Bayu,Banglar Phol,
Pruno Hoke, Pruno Hoke,
Pruno Hoke, Hey Bhogoban .

Diwali vacation had given a time to procure the costumes of Bengal as we
found of Bhatik, Shawls, red border sarees, we showed the tradition of wedding
rituals of Bengal. Some things like Mukth and Topar were brought from Kolkata
through courier. As we do not have much knowledge of computer, our computer
faculty had guided us in the preparation of power point and fusion of the songs.
We also made "palki "as our main stage property. Lastly our students performed
beyond our expectations with good coordination on the stage receiving the
applause which made us very happy. We are very thankful to our school for
giving an opportunity which improved our team work, leadership qualities and
computer knowledge.

The wide ranges of attires were needed to provide the glimpses of Indian
culture with one to one correspondence owing to the original look of the region.
But the varieties of costumes could not be found in Bharuch. So we had to
venture to the neighboring cities and explore a lot with shopkeepers. Kannubhai
dress wala in Baroda facilitated to our needs. We consulted many shops for the
right colour and for the good quality material. We also had to bear in our mind
about the cost factor. many a times, we spared extra hours for finalizing our
exclusives list of costumes so that the teaching schedules could not be disturb.
We would have never known about our pride privileges if we were not put in to
this experiment to chase the excellence and bring in the fabric all woven for
integrity.

Amity has its base in the values in "-Athiti devo bhava". We were graced
with the presence of Mrs.Nainakshi Vaidhya (V.P.Kalakendra,Surat) ,Mr.Naresh
Kapadia (Stage Artist, Surat), Mr. Vipin Kikani, Dr.Mrs.Parul Shah (Ex.Dean,faculty
of performing Arts,M.S.University-Baroda) and Sri Dr. C.B..Patyal (Ex. Principal,
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N.H.Patel college of Education, Anand) who were our Honorable chief guests
for this commemoration of such a significant milestone in the memorable Silver
Jubilee Celebrations on 5th and 6th of February. The function began with the
welcome address delivered by our respectable Managing Trustee Mr. Ranchhod
Shah and then followed by the wise words of our renowned chief guests. In our
Voyage of 25 years we even respected all the sections of the people. We will
never forget the people who either directly or indirectly rendered their services
to our school and for our students. We believe that they are also the part our
Parivaar. In this regard on 5th Feb. 2011 five Riksha Driver Uncles (as a token
of love to all Riksha Driver Uncles) who were responsible in their duties in bringing
our students safely to school in time since many years had been felicitated by
Managing Trustee Mr. Ranchhod Shah. Prin. Prakash Mehta rendered the Vote
of Thanks. This was followed by our cultural programme Sanskriti Sangam that
left the audience spellbound.

Last but not the least it was the turn of our staff of Amity Parivaar to present
our bond of unity and friendship in spite of our various diversities.During the
making of 'Sanskriti Sangam' our minds in ignition many a times remembered
the great artist Pandit Bhimsen Joshi for his heart rendering patriotic song "Mile
Sur Mera Tumhara To Sure Bane Hamara" on the national channels during our
childhood. Unfortunately ,we heard about his sad demise. We were shocked
and we felt to pay homages to the national legend admired by all the Amitians.
So we offered the Tribute to late Sri Bhimsen Joshi by performing in a unique
style' Mile Sur Mera Tumhara' by our educators. All the audience gave standing
ovation. That has proved the real concept of our sangam. It was a delightful
event. We felt that by this all we can develop co-operation and better living
amongst ourselves and subsequently make this world a better place to live in.
Even though we all belong to various religions and castes our culture tells us
just one thing 'Phir Bhi Dil Hai Hindustani '.So we all wish that "let all people in
the world be peaceful and happy".
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« | am very grateful to you for including me among the Amity family
and sending to me all your publications and keeping me aware of
all the wonderful activities. When | happen to be a member of a
group discussing good schools in Gujarat and | mention "Amity of
Bharuch", | find that so many of the people present immediately
support that statement. It is a great achievement for a school in a
relatively small city of Gujarat to earn so much respect and
admiration all over the state.

| have been glancing at all the issues of Maitri Setu and the books
that you have been sending to me. It is nice to know that you have
maintained very strict standards not only in academics but also in
discipline among the teachers as well as the students. It is very
thoughtful of you to have definite policies to be followed by teachers
who go on picnics with students. What is even more remarkable is
that your students and teacher colleagues seem to adore you in
spite of your strictness as they realize that it is for their interest
that you are acting. | do not know if the Government has ever
chosen you for "Best Teacher" or "Best Educator" awards but you
don't need them. Every former student of your institution is your
“chaltaa firtaa" award. What more can a teacher wish?

- Dr. Arunbhai Vaidya, Editor, Sunganitam, Ahmedabad.
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